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1
TRIGGERED CONTROLLED EVENT
LISTENER LEARNER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The subject matter of this invention relates generally to
computer environment management. More specifically,
aspects of the present invention provide a solution for
responding to a change in the environment of a computer
system.

BACKGROUND

As information technology has developed, the uses to
which it has been put have increased dramatically. In the past,
simple solutions were created to deal with discrete problems.
Now, computer systems are often highly complex, using a
large assortment of processes, events, rules, and/or measure-
ments to provide solutions regarding a host of problems and/
or entire problem classes.

One of the challenges in these current, highly complex
computing systems is how to respond to problems that may
not have been previously encountered. For example, when
changes need to be made to such a complex computing sys-
tem, it can often take much time and/or consideration to
determine how these changes are to be introduced. Further,
changes to such a computing system must be performed in
such a manner that the remainder of the system is not
adversely affected.

SUMMARY

In general, aspects of the present invention provide a solu-
tion for responding to a change in an environment of a com-
puter system. In an embodiment, a set of triggered controlled
event listener learners (T-CELLSs) are deployed in the com-
puter system. Each T-CELL of the set of T-CELLs is a self-
contained, persistent software construct. Further, each
T-CELL has the ability to communicate with the other
T-CELLs in the computer system. These T-CELLs can, in
response to detecting a change in the computer system, auto-
matically create a new T-CELL to respond to the change.

A first aspect of the invention provides a method for
responding to a change in an environment of a computer
system, comprising: detecting a change within the computer
system with a set of triggered controlled event listener learn-
ers (T-CELLs), each T-CELL of the set of T-CELLs being a
self-contained, persistent software construct that communi-
cates with other T-CELLs in the computer system; assessing
a nature of the change using the set of T-CELLs; identifying
a characteristic having at least of portion of the nature of the
change; and automatically creating a new T-CELL having the
characteristic using characteristics from a plurality of
T-CELLS to respond to the change.

A second aspect of the invention provides a system for
responding to a change in an environment of a computer
system, comprising: a memory medium comprising instruc-
tions; a bus coupled to the memory medium; a processor
coupled to the bus; and a set of trigger controlled event lis-
tener learners (T-CELLs), each T-CELL of the set of
T-CELLS being a self-contained, persistent software con-
struct that communicates with other T-CELLs in the com-
puter system and having: a set of processes, a set of rules, a set
of events, and a set of measurements that form building
blocks of the T-CELL; a set of constraint, a set of triggers, a
set of thresholds, a set of status/states, a set of conditions, a set
of responses, and a set of key performance indicators (kpis)
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formed from the building blocks; a set of contextual refer-
ences that define a context in which the T-CELL functions;
and a set of the characteristics that define a problem set that
can be solved by the T-CELL, wherein, in response to a
detecting of a change in the computer system, the set of
T-CELLs automatically create a new T-CELL to respond to
the change.

A third aspect of the invention provides a computer pro-
gram product embodied in a computer readable medium for
responding to a change in an environment of a computer
system, comprising: a set of trigger controlled event listener
learners (T-CELLs), each T-CELL of the set of T-CELLs
being a self-contained, persistent software construct that
communicates with other T-CELLs in the computer system
and having: a set of processes, a set of rules, a set of events,
and a set of measurements that form building blocks of the
T-CELL; a set of constraint, a set of triggers, a set of thresh-
olds, a set of status/states, a set of conditions, a set of
responses, and a set of key performance indicators (kpis)
formed from the building blocks; a set of contextual refer-
ences that define a context in which the T-CELL functions;
and a set of the characteristics that define a problem set that
can be solved by the T-CELL, wherein, in response to a
detecting of a change in the computer system, the set of
T-CELLs automatically create a new T-CELL to respond to
the change.

A fourth aspect of the present invention provides a method
for deploying an application for responding to a change in an
environment, comprising: providing a computer infrastruc-
ture being operable to: detect a change within the computer
system with a set of triggered controlled event listener learn-
ers (T-CELLs), each T-CELL of the set of T-CELLs being a
self-contained, persistent software construct that communi-
cates with other T-CELLs in the computer system; assess a
nature of the change using the set of T-CELLs; identify a
characteristic having at least of portion of the nature of the
change; and automatically create a new T-CELL having the
characteristic using characteristics from a plurality of
T-CELLS to respond to the change.

Still yet, any of the components of the present invention
could be deployed, managed, serviced, etc., by a service
provider who offers to implement passive monitoring in a
computer system.

Embodiments of the present invention also provide related
systems, methods, and/or program products.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features of this invention will be more
readily understood from the following detailed description of
the various aspects of the invention taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows an illustrative computer system according to
embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows a set of building blocks according to embodi-
ments of the invention.

FIG. 3 shows an example T-CELL according to embodi-
ments of the invention.

FIG. 4 shows an example T-CELL according to embodi-
ments of the invention.

FIG. 5 shows an example T-CELL according to embodi-
ments of the invention.

FIG. 6 shows an example environment having a plurality of
T-CELLs according to embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 7 shows an example environment in which a new
T-CELL can be created according to embodiments of the
invention.
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FIG. 8 shows an example logical framework for a set of
T-CELL according to embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 9 shows an example flow diagram according to
embodiments of the invention.

The drawings are not necessarily to scale. The drawings are
merely schematic representations, not intended to portray
specific parameters of the invention. The drawings are
intended to depict only typical embodiments of the invention,
and therefore should not be considered as limiting the scope
of the invention. In the drawings, like numbering represents
like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Tlustrative embodiments will now be described more fully
herein with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which embodiments are shown. This disclosure may, how-
ever, be embodied in many different forms and should not be
construed as limited to the embodiments set forth herein.
Rather, these embodiments are provided so that this disclo-
sure will be thorough and complete and will fully convey the
scope of this disclosure to those skilled in the art. In the
description, details of well-known features and techniques
may be omitted to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the pre-
sented embodiments.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of'this disclosure. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”,“an”, and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. Further-
more, the use of the terms “a”, “an”, etc., do not denote a
limitation of quantity, but rather denote the presence of at
least one of the referenced items. The term “set” is intended to
mean a quantity of at least one. It will be further understood
that the terms “comprises” and/or “comprising”, or
“includes” and/or “including”, when used in this specifica-
tion, specity the presence of stated features, regions, integers,
steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other fea-
tures, regions, integers, steps, operations, elements, compo-
nents, and/or groups thereof.

As indicated above, aspects of the present invention pro-
vide a solution for responding to a change in an environment
of' a computer system. In an embodiment, a set of triggered
controlled event listener learners (T-CELLSs) are deployed in
the computer system. Each T-CELL of the set of T-CELLs is
a self-contained, persistent software construct. Further, each
T-CELL has the ability to communicate with the other
T-CELLs in the computer system. These T-CELLs can, in
response to detecting a change in the computer system, auto-
matically create a new T-CELL to respond to the change.

Turning to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows an illustrative envi-
ronment 100 for responding to a change in an environment. To
this extent, environment 100 includes a computer system 102
that can perform a process described herein in order to
respond to a change in an environment. In particular, com-
puter system 102 is shown including a computing device 104
that includes change response program 140, which makes
computing device 104 operable to respond to a change in an
environment by using a set of triggered controlled event lis-
tener learners (T-CELLs) 200 to perform all or a portion of a
process described herein.

Computing device 104 is shown including a processing
component 106 (e.g., one or more processors), amemory 110,
a storage system 118 (e.g., a storage hierarchy), an input/
output (I/O) component 114 (e.g., one or more I/O interfaces
and/or devices), and a communications pathway 112. In gen-
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eral, processing component 106 executes program code, such
as change response program 140, which is at least partially
fixed in memory 110. To this extent, processing component
106 may comprise a single processing unit, or be distributed
across one or more processing units in one or more locations.

Memory 110 also can include local memory, employed
during actual execution of the program code, bulk storage
(storage 118), and/or cache memories (not shown) which
provide temporary storage of at least some program code in
order to reduce the number of times code must be retrieved
from bulk storage 118 during execution. As such, memory
110 may comprise any known type of temporary or perma-
nent data storage media, including magnetic media, optical
media, random access memory (RAM), read-only memory
(ROM), a data cache, a data object, etc. Moreover, similar to
processing component 116, memory 110 may reside at a
single physical location, comprising one or more types of data
storage, or be distributed across a plurality of physical sys-
tems in various forms.

While executing program code, processing component 106
can process data, which can result in reading and/or writing
transformed data from/to memory 110 and/or I[/O component
114 for further processing. Pathway 112 provides a direct or
indirect communications link between each of the compo-
nents in computer system 102. [/O component 114 can com-
prise one or more human I/O devices, which enable a human
user 120 to interact with computer system 102 and/or one or
more communications devices to enable a system user 120 to
communicate with computer system 102 using any type of
communications link.

To this extent, change response program 140 can manage a
set of interfaces (e.g., graphical user interface(s), application
program interface, and/or the like) that enable human and/or
system users 120 to interact with change response program
140. Users 120 could include application developers, appli-
cation testers, application end-users, and/or system adminis-
trators who want to respond to a change in an environment of
a computer system (e.g., one or more of a plurality of virtual
servers), among others. Further, change response program
140 can manage (e.g., store, retrieve, create, manipulate,
organize, present, etc.) the data in storage system 118, includ-
ing, but not limited to a mapping 152 and/or the like, using
any solution.

In any event, computer system 102 can comprise one or
more computing devices 104 (e.g., general purpose comput-
ing articles of manufacture) capable of executing program
code, such as change response program 140, installed
thereon. As used herein, it is understood that “program code”
means any collection of instructions, in any language, code,
or notation, that causes a computing device having an infor-
mation processing capability to perform a particular action
either directly or after any combination of the following: (a)
conversion to another language, code, or notation; (b) repro-
duction in a different material form; and/or (c¢) decompres-
sion. To this extent, change response program 140 can be
embodied as any combination of system software and/or
application software. In any event, the technical effect of
computer system 102 is to provide processing instructions to
computing device 104 in order to respond to a change in an
environment.

Further, change response program 140 can be implemented
using a set of modules 142-148. In this case, a module 142-
148 can enable computer system 102 to perform a set of tasks
used by change response program 140, and can be separately
developed and/or implemented apart from other portions of
change response program 140. As used herein, the term
“component” means any configuration of hardware, with or
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without software, which implements the functionality
described in conjunction therewith using any solution, while
the term “module” means program code that enables a com-
puter system 102 to implement the actions described in con-
junction therewith using any solution. When fixed in a
memory 110 of a computer system 102 that includes a pro-
cessing component 106, a module is a substantial portion of a
component that implements the actions. Regardless, it is
understood that two or more components, modules, and/or
systems may share some/all of their respective hardware and/
or software. Further, it is understood that some of the func-
tionality discussed herein may not be implemented or addi-
tional functionality may be included as part of computer
system 102.

When computer system 102 comprises multiple comput-
ing devices 104 (e.g., a client and one or more remotely
located servers), each computing device 104 can have only a
portion of change response program 140 fixed thereon (e.g.,
one or more modules 142-148). However, it is understood that
computer system 102 and change response program 140 are
only representative of various possible equivalent computer
systems that may perform a process described herein. To this
extent, in other embodiments, the functionality provided by
computer system 102 and change response program 140 can
be at least partially implemented by one or more computing
devices that include any combination of general and/or spe-
cific purpose hardware with or without program code. In each
embodiment, the hardware and program code, if included,
can be created using standard engineering and programming
techniques, respectively.

Regardless, when computer system 102 includes multiple
computing devices 104, the computing devices can commu-
nicate over any type of communications link. Further, while
performing a process described herein, computer system 102
can communicate with one or more other computer systems
using any type of communications link. In either case, the
communications link can comprise any combination of vari-
ous types of wired and/or wireless links, comprise any com-
bination of one or more types of networks, and/or utilize any
combination of various types of transmission techniques and
protocols.

As discussed herein, change response program 140 enables
computer system 102 to respond to a change in an environ-
ment. To this extent, change response program 140 is shown
including a change detection module 142, a change nature
assessing module 144, a characteristic identifying module
146, and a T-CELL creation module 148.

Referring now to FIGS. 2-4, characteristics of an example
T-CELL 200 will be described according to embodiments of
the invention. It should be understood that the discussion
included herein is only representative of one set of character-
istics and/or functions of T-CELL(s) 200. As such, the dis-
cussion included herein should not be taken as limiting.
Rather, other functions and/or characteristics of T-CELL(s)
can be envisioned by those skilled in the art.

To this extent, T-CELL(s) 200 can be thought of as persis-
tent, self-aware, self-replicating software objects/constructs
that operate within a computing environment 100 (FIG. 1).
The level within computing environment 100 (FIG. 1) in
which T-CELL(s) 200 operate can vary depending on need.
For example, in embodiments of the invention, T-CELL(s)
200 can include programming objects that operate within, but
independently of, an application subsystem. Such an appli-
cation subsystem can be of any size or complexity. However,
being independent, T-CELL(s) 200 would execute within the
framework of the application subsystem in performing func-
tions that benefit the subsystem. In other embodiments,
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T-CELL(s) 200 can operate a similar manner within a middle-
ware system, an operating system, and/or the like.

As such, in its simplest incarnation, T-CELL(s) 200 can be
thought of as being analogous to a computer virus. For
example, like a computer virus, T-CELL(s) operates within a
computer environment, but is independent and not controlled
by the computer environment. Further, T-CELL(s) 200 can
self-replicate, similar to a computer virus. However, unlike a
virus, T-CELL(s) 200 does not create an exact replica, as shall
be demonstrated herein. Further, rather than performing mali-
cious or destructive actions, like a virus, T-CELL(s) 200
works within the framework of the computer environment to
enable the computer environment to perform its functions.
Still further, unlike a computer virus, each T-CELL(s) 200
within the computer environment is aware of the existence
and capabilities of other T-CELL(s) 200 within the environ-
ment, as shall be shown.

In any case, as illustrated in FIG. 2, each of T-CELL(s) 200
can be broken down into a set of building blocks 210. Build-
ing blocks 210 can be thought of as including the basic com-
ponents that control the behavior of T-CELL(s) 200. To this
extent, T-CELL(s) 200 can include a set of processes 212, a
set of rules 214, a set of events 216, and a set of measurements
218. Processes 212 can include the instructions that govern
the functional workings of T-CELL(s) 200. Rules 214 can
include a set of parameters that can be defined to govern the
functioning of processes 212. Events 216 can be defined as
occurrences that can be internal or external to T-CELL(s) 200,
and which can act, possibly in accordance with rules 214, as
a trigger for the performing of processes 212. Measurements
218 can be observed and/or computed values that can be used
by processes 212 in the performance of its functions, in ana-
lyzing an event 216, and or the like.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a nucleus 202 of T-CELL(s) 200
is shown according to an embodiment. As shown, nucleus 202
is represented functionally by the merging of building blocks
210 to form a Venn diagram. To this extent, the intersection of
two or more building blocks 210 can result in a combined
functionality region 220. For example, the intersection of
building blocks 210 corresponding to process 212 and rules
214 can result in a constraint 222 of process 212 based on
rules. Similarly, a status/state 226 can be the result of a pro-
cess 212 that incorporates measurement 218. Further, rules
214 could be used to define a trigger 224 that arises from a
particular event 216. Similarly, measurement 218 can be used
to define a threshold 228 for reaching a particular event 216.

Combined functionality region 220 can also be formed
from an intersection of more than two building blocks 210.
For example, a combination of trigger 224 and constraint 222
can result in a response 232, which can be a process 212
performed in response to event 216 according to rules 214.
Similarly, conditions 234 can result from the combination of
aprocess 212 that applies a measurement 218 to an event 216.
Finally, an intersection of all four building blocks 210 can
result in a key performance indicator (kpi) 338, which can
include a relative value with respect to a whole.

Referring now to FIG. 4, an example contextualized
nucleus 204 of T-CELL(s) 200 according to embodiments of
the invention is shown. As shown, contextualized nucleus 204
includes nucleus 202. In addition, nucleus 202 is shown as
being surrounded by a nuclear membrane 242. Nuclear mem-
brane 242 is a conceptual structure that is meant to differen-
tiate the inner workings of the T-CELL 200 from its external
interfaces. To this extent, within nuclear membrane 242 can
be found one or more contextual references 240 that apply to
the functions performed in the nucleus 202.
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Contextual references 240 can indicate in what context the
building blocks 210 (FIG. 2) and combined functionality
regions 220 (FIG. 3) perform their relative functions. To this
extent, contextual references 240 can include such contexts as
“WHO” (a person, entity, group, etc. that the functions apply
t0), “WHAT” (what specifically is to be done), “HOW” (spe-
cific ways in which the functionality is carried out),
“WHERE” (in what environment the functionality is to be
exercised), “WHEN” (one or more times, elapsed times, peri-
ods of time, etc., during which the functionality is to be
carried out), and/or “WHY” (one or more reasons, justifica-
tions, circumstances, etc., in response to which the function-
ality is to be carried out). To this extent, contextual references
240 can be drawn from the interactions between the informa-
tion contained in the building blocks 210 of a particular
nucleus 202 and their interactions. Additionally, or in the
alternative, contextual references 240 can be added to nucleus
202 to act as a guide, restraint, etc., for the functionality of
nucleus 202.

Referring now to FIG. 5, an example T-CELL 200 accord-
ing to embodiments of the invention is shown. As illustrated
T-CELL 200 includes nucleus 202 and contextual references
240 within nuclear membrane 242. Further, as illustrated,
T-CELL 200 contains one or more characteristics 250 repre-
sented by C1-Cn. Characteristics 250 can be thought of as
being an external display of the functionality of the T-CELL
200 (e.g., of the nucleus 202 as performed in the context of
contextual references 240). To this extent, characteristics 250
can include one or more capabilities that describe the func-
tionality of the T-CELL 200. Further, characteristics 250 can
include one or more quality attributes. Quality attributes can
provide insight into the qualities that the particular T-CELL
200 might possess for applying its capabilities, such as par-
ticular functionalities and/or contextual capabilities. Addi-
tionally, or in the alternative, quality attributes can indicate a
particular service level within which the T-CELL 200 is
designed to be used. To this extent, quality attributes can
indicate, with respect to a particular T-CELL 200: availabil-
ity, reliability, performance, scalability, maintainability,
security, safety, integrity, modifiability, and/or the like.

Referring again to FIG. 5 in conjunction with FIG. 1, in any
case, characteristics 250 can be used by T-CELL 200 to
communicate and/or collaborate with one or more other
T-CELLs in the environment. In this way, each T-CELL 200
can be aware of its environment and any other T-CELLs 200
located therein. This can be accomplished using a mapping
152 that includes information regarding each of the T-CELLs
in the environment. Mapping 152 could include a data struc-
ture in a central environment that each T-CELL 200 can
access. Additionally, or in the alternative, mapping 152 could
be distributed across one or more locations in a computer
network (e.g., a cloud network). Still further, all or a portion
of mapping 152 can be located within the T-CELLs 200,
themselves. In such a solution, each T-CELL 200 could con-
tain all or a portion of the mapping 152 or, alternatively,
certain T-CELLs 200, designated as master T-CELLs, could
store and be used by other T-CELLSs 200 to access the map-
ping 152. In any case, mapping 152 can contain a registration
of each of T-CELLs 200 in the environment. In addition,
mapping 152 can contain characteristics 250 of the registered
T-CELL(s) 200. Additionally, or in the alternative, mapping
152 can include any relationships that the registered T-CELL
200 may have with any other T-CELL(s) 200 in the environ-
ment. These relationships can enable multiple T-CELL(s) to
work together within the computing environment. Addition-
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ally, or in the alternative, the information stored in mapping
152 can enable multiple T-CELLs to respond to changes in the
computing environment.

Returning again to FIG. 1, computer system 102, change
detection module 142, detects a change within computer sys-
tem 100. The change can include any alteration in the oper-
ating environment of the computer system. For example, in
the event that the environment in which the T-CELL(s) 200
are operating includes a software application, the change
could include a change in the inputs that are accepted by the
application, a change in the outputs that are produced by the
application, a change in the parameters that are used to per-
form the processing, a new process introduced into the envi-
ronment, and/or the like. Similarly, in the case that the oper-
ating environment is that of an operating system or middle
environment, any changes that are applicable to such an envi-
ronment are envisioned.

Referring now to FIG. 6, in conjunction with FIGS. 1 and
5, an example environment 300 having a set of T-CELLs
200a-c according to embodiments of the invention is shown.
Environment 300 can be any environment 300 in which
T-CELL(s) 300 could be deployed, including, but not limited
to, an application, middleware and/or operating system envi-
ronment. [n any event, a set of T-CELLs 200a-c are illustrated
in environment 300. It should be understood that the illus-
trated number, orientation, and/or configuration of T-CELLs
200a-c in environment 300 should not be read as limiting.
Rather, any number, orientation, and/or configuration of
T-CELLs 200a-c is envisioned. In any case, as illustrated,
each of T-CELLs 200a-c in environment 300 includes a
nucleus 202, a set of contextual references 240, and a set of
characteristics. Further, as illustrated, a change 310 has been
introduced into environment 300. One or more of the set of
T-CELLSs 200a-c¢ can detect 312 change 310. This detecting
can be accomplished using a monitoring function within the
T-CELL(s) 200a-c, an external real-time monitoring system
that provides event-type notification to T-CELL(s), via the
taking of a series of snapshots of environment 300, and/or
using any other solution for detecting a change 310 in a
computing environment 300.

Computer system 102, executing change nature assessing
module 144, assesses a nature of change 310 using the set of
T-CELLSs 200a-c. To this extent, T-CELLSs 200a-c can assess
a change 310 that can be associated with the nature of the
building blocks 210 in a particular T-CELLs 200a-c. Addi-
tionally or in the alternative, T-CELLs 200a-c¢ could assess
that the change 310 is a nature of affecting existing desired
outcomes associated with building blocks 210. Still further,
T-CELLs 200a-¢ could additionally, or alternatively, deter-
mine that the change 310 involves which meta-objects in
environment 300 (e.g., in a domain in computer system 102)
are affected by change 310 to building blocks 210.

Referring again to FIG. 1 in conjunction with FIGS. 5 and
6, computer system 102, executing characteristic identifying
module 146, identifies a characteristic 250 having at least of
portion of the nature of the change. This identifying can be
based on the assessment performed by change nature assess-
ing module 144. For example, based on the assessment,
T-CELLs 2004a-c can determine which of the building blocks
210 that make up the T-CELLs 200a-c would be necessary to
achieve a desired outcome. T-CELLs 200a-c can further
determine which of the contextual references is necessary to
achieve the desired outcome. Based on these determinations
(e.g., of the necessary building blocks 210 and contextual
references 240), a set of characteristics 250 necessary to
address the change in such a way as to achieve the desired
outcome can be identified.
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Referring now to FIG. 1 in conjunction with FIG. 5 and
FIG. 7, computer system 102, executing T-CELL creation
module 148, automatically creates a new T-CELL 200z to
respond to the change. In order to be able to respond to the
change, new T-CELL 2007 includes any characteristics 150
that were identified as being necessary to bring about the
desired outcome. These characteristics 150 can be incorpo-
rated into new T-CELL 2007 using characteristics 150 from
other T-CELLs 200a-c. For example, T-CELLs 2004a-c hav-
ing the characteristics 250 deemed necessary to create the
new T-CELL 200 can be identified from mapping 152. To this
extent, a unique T-CELL 150 can be identified as having each
of'the identified characteristics 250. Building blocks 210 that
contribute the identified characteristics 250 can be retrieved
from each of the identified T-CELLSs 200a-c, and these build-
ing blocks can be assembled to form the new T-CELL 200z.
New T-CELL 2007 can then register itself in mapping 152
and/or can self-publish in mapping 152.

Referring now to FIG. 7, an example environment 400 in
which a new T-CELL 200% can be created is shown according
to embodiments of the invention. For example, as shown,
characteristics 250 C2, C5, and C7 have been identified as
being necessary to address the change. As illustrated,
T-CELL 200a has been identified as having characteristic 250
C2. Similarly, T-CELL 2005 has been identified as having
characteristic 250 C5, and T-CELL 200c¢ has been identified
as having characteristic 250 C7. To this extent, these charac-
teristics 250 (and their constituent building blocks 210 (FIG.
5)) have been assembled from T-CELLs 200a-c to create the
new T-CELL 200z. To this extent, new T-CELL 200% can be
created using individual portions of existing T-CELLs 2004a-c¢
without having to merge the entirety of the T-CELLs 200a-c¢
into the new T-CELL 200x.

Referring now to FIG. 8, a logical framework 500 for a set
of T-CELLs 200 (FIG. 5) is shown according to embodiments
of the invention. Framework 500 can provide derived intelli-
gence to drive the system within which T-CELLs 200 (FIG. 5)
function. To accomplish this, framework 500 can provide
functionality for governing the entity state of each T-CELL
200 (FIG. 5) in the system. Additionally, framework 500 can
provide functionality for governing relationships between
T-CELL 200 (FIG. 5) entities with the system. As such,
framework 500 includes an internal assessment that evaluates
the existing state and/or potential change state of each
T-CELL 200 (FIG. 5) entity and the interrelationship between
the T-CELL 200 (FIG. 5) entities. Based on this assessment
framework is able to frame a capability-based remedy
response that is based on desired outcomes.

Referring now to FIG. 6 and FIG. 1, concurrently, frame-
work 300 can include one or more T-CELLSs 300 (meta object)
(1), which can include one or more capabilities (11), and
which have context (3), behavior (4) and attributes (5) values
(17). These can form a perspective (27), which can be
observed (31). Each T-CELL 300 can also have semantic
relationships (2) with other T-CELLs 300 through contextual
relevant association or inheritance from or with other
T-CELLs 300. This can be maintained through T-CELL Rel-
evance Analysis Contextual Engine (TRACE) mapped inter-
dependencies (6). The mapped interdependencies can create
influencer (7) that can either act as enablers (8) or inhibitor (9)
(such as constraint (10)) on the capacity (12) tolerances (13)
of these capabilities. These tolerance (13) levels, which can
be modified, are indicators (14) used in measures (metrics
(18)) analysis (19) and indicate changing conditions (15) that
drive change in state or status (20) of T-CELLs 300. Sensors
(21) detect this change and send messages (23) which trigger
(24) a response process (25) and raise an event (26) with
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associated rules (22) how to handle and respond to the event.
The occurrence (28) of the event (26) can be logged (29) for
audit (30) and observed (31) for recognition (32) by learning
(33) through discovery (34) or correlation (35). This recog-
nition (32) creates (37) and/or associates (37) patterns (36),
which affect and/or define outcomes (40). These outcomes
(40) are determinates of the remedy (39) used in the response
process (25) which in turn can trigger (24) another raised
event (26) and the cycle continues.

Referring now to FIG. 9, in conjunction with FIG. 1, an
example flow diagram 600 according to embodiments of the
invention is shown. As illustrated, in P1, change detection
module 142, as executed by computer system 102, detects a
change 310 (FIG. 6) in acomputer system using T-CELL 200.
In P2, change nature assessing module 144, as executed by
computer system 102. assesses a nature of the change 310
(FIG. 6). In P3, characteristic identifying module 146, as
executed by computer system 102, identifies a characteristic
150 (FIG. 5) corresponding to the nature of the change 310
(FIG. 6). In P4, T-CELL creation module 148, as executed by
computer system 102, automatically creates a new T-CELL
2007 (FIG. 7) from a plurality of T-CELLs 200a-c (FI1G. 7)
having the characteristics 250 (FIG. 7).

While shown and described herein as a method and system
for responding to a change in an environment, it is understood
that aspects of the invention further provide various alterna-
tive embodiments. For example, in one embodiment, the
invention provides a computer program fixed in at least one
computer-readable medium, which when executed, enables a
computer system to respond to a change in an environment.
To this extent, the computer-readable medium includes pro-
gram code, such as change response program 140 (FIG. 1),
which implements some or all of a process described herein.
It is understood that the term “computer-readable medium”
comprises one or more of any type of tangible medium of
expression, now known or later developed, from which a copy
of the program code can be perceived, reproduced, or other-
wise communicated by a computing device. For example, the
computer-readable medium can comprise: one or more por-
table storage articles of manufacture; one or more memory/
storage components of a computing device; and/or the like.

Inanother embodiment, the invention provides a method of
providing a copy of program code, such as change response
program 140 (FIG. 1), which implements some or all of a
process described herein. In this case, a computer system can
process a copy of program code that implements some or all
of a process described herein to generate and transmit, for
reception at a second, distinct location, a set of data signals
that has one or more of its characteristics set and/or changed
in such a manner as to encode a copy of the program code in
the set of data signals. Similarly, an embodiment of the inven-
tion provides a method of acquiring a copy of program code
that implements some or all of a process described herein,
which includes a computer system receiving the set of data
signals described herein, and translating the set of data signals
into a copy of the computer program fixed in at least one
computer-readable medium. In either case, the set of data
signals can be transmitted/received using any type of com-
munications link.

In still another embodiment, the invention provides a
method of generating a system for responding to a change in
an environment of a computer system In this case, a computer
system, such as computer system 120 (FIG. 1), can be
obtained (e.g., created, maintained, made available, etc.) and
one or more components for performing a process described
herein can be obtained (e.g., created, purchased, used, modi-
fied, etc.) and deployed to the computer system. To this
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extent, the deployment can comprise one or more of: (1)
installing program code on a computing device; (2) adding
one or more computing and/or I/O devices to the computer
system; (3) incorporating and/or modifying the computer
system to enable it to perform a process described herein;
and/or the like.

The terms “first,” “second,” and the like, if and where used
herein do not denote any order, quantity, or importance, but
rather are used to distinguish one element from another. The
modifier “approximately”, where used in connection with a
quantity is inclusive of the stated value and has the meaning
dictated by the context (e.g., includes the degree of error
associated with measurement of the particular quantity). The
suffix “(s)” as used herein is intended to include both the
singular and the plural of the term that it modifies, thereby
including one or more of that term (e.g., the metal(s) includes
one or more metals).

The foregoing description of various aspects of the inven-
tion has been presented for purposes of illustration and
description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
invention to the precise form disclosed, and obviously, many
modifications and variations are possible. Such modifications
and variations that may be apparent to an individual in the art
are included within the scope of the invention as defined by
the accompanying claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for responding to a change in an environment
of'a computer system, comprising:

detecting a change within the computer system with a set of

triggered controlled event listener learners (T-CELLs),
each T-CELL of the set of T-CELLs being a self-con-
tained, persistent software construct that communicates
with other T-CELLs in the computer system, wherein
each T-CELL includes: a set of processes, a set of rules,
a set of events, and a set of measurements that form
building blocks of the T-CELL; a set of constraint, a set
of'triggers, a set of thresholds, a set of status/states, a set
of conditions, a set of responses, and a set of key perfor-
mance indicators (kpi) formed from the building blocks;
a set of contextual references that define a context in
which the T-CELL functions; and a set of the character-
istics that define a problem set that can be solved by the
T-CELL,;

assessing a nature of the change using the set of T-CELLs;

identifying a characteristic having at least of portion of the

nature of the change; and

automatically creating a new T-CELL having the charac-

teristic using characteristics from a plurality of
T-CELLS to respond to the change.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the nature of the change
further comprises:

what changed with regard to associated building blocks;

an effect of the change on existing desired outcomes asso-

ciated with the building blocks; and

which meta-objects in a domain of the computer system are

affected by the change to the building blocks.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the identifying of the
characteristic further comprises:

determining which of the building blocks is necessary to

achieve a desired outcome;

determining which of the contextual references is neces-

sary to achieve the desired outcome; and

using the determined building blocks and contextual refer-

ences to identify the characteristic.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the creating further
includes identifying a T-CELL having the characteristic from
a mapping, the mapping containing, for each T-CELL, a
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registration of the T-CELL, characteristics of the T-CELL,
and relationships of the T-CELL with other T-CELLs.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the creating further
includes:

identifying a unique T-CELL having each of the identified

characteristics;

retrieving the building blocks that contribute to the identi-

fied characteristics from each identified unique

T-CELL; and

assembling the building blocks to form the new T-CELL.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the creating further
includes the new T-CELL registering itself in the mapping.

7. A system for responding to a change in an environment
of'a computer system, comprising:

a memory medium comprising instructions;

a bus coupled to the memory medium;

a processor coupled to the bus; and

a set of triggered controlled event listener learners

(T-CELL), each T-CELL of'the set of T-CELLS being a

self-contained, persistent software construct that com-

municates with other T-CELLs in the computer system
and having:

a set of processes, a set of rules, a set of events, and a set
of measurements that form building blocks of the
T-CELL,;

a set of constraint, a set of triggers, a set of thresholds, a
set of status/states, a set of conditions, a set of
responses, and a set of key performance indicators
(kpis) formed from the building blocks;

a set of contextual references that define a context in
which the T-CELL functions; and

a set of the characteristics that define a problem set that
can be solved by the T-CELL,

wherein, in response to a detecting of a change in the
computer system, the set of T-CELLs automatically
create a new T-CELL to respond to the change.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the creating of the new
T-CELL further comprises:

assessing a nature of the change using the set of T-CELLs;

identifying a characteristic having at least of portion of the

nature of the change; and

automatically creating the new T-CELL having the char-

acteristic using characteristics from a plurality of

T-CELLS to respond to the change.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the nature of the change
further comprises:

what changed with regard to associated building blocks;

an effect of the change on existing desired outcomes asso-

ciated with the building blocks; and

which meta-objects in adomain of the computer system are

affected by the change to the building blocks.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the identifying of the
characteristic further comprises:

determining which of the building blocks is necessary to

achieve a desired outcome;

determining which of the contextual references is neces-

sary to achieve the desired outcome; and

using the determined building blocks and contextual refer-

ences to identify the characteristic.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein the creating further
includes identifying a T-CELL having the characteristic from
a mapping, the mapping containing, for each T-CELL, a
registration of the T-CELL, characteristics of the T-CELL,
and relationships of the T-CELL with other T-CELLs.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the creating further
includes:
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identifying a unique T-CELL having each of the identified
characteristics;

retrieving the building blocks that contribute to the identi-
fied characteristics from each identified unique

T-CELL; and

assembling the building blocks to form the new T-CELL.
13. The method of claim 12, wherein the creating further
includes the new T-CELL registering itself in the mapping.
14. A computer program product embodied in a computer
readable medium that is not a signal for responding to a
change in an environment of a computer system, comprising:
a set of ftrigger controlled event listener learners

(T-CELLs), each T-CELL of the set of T-CELLS being a

self-contained, persistent software construct that com-

municates with other T-CELLs in the computer system
and having:

a set of processes, a set of rules, a set of events, and a set
of measurements that form building blocks of the
T-CELL,;

a set of constraint, a set of triggers, a set of thresholds, a
set of status/states, a set of conditions, a set of
responses, and a set of key performance indicators
(kpi) formed from the building blocks;

a set of contextual references that define a context in
which the T-CELL functions; and

a set of the characteristics that define a problem set that
can be solved by the T-CELL, wherein, in response to
a detecting of a change in the computer system, the set
of T-CELLs automatically create a new T-CELL to
respond to the change.

15. The program product of claim 14, wherein the creating
of the new T-CELL further comprises:
assessing a nature of the change using the set of T-CELLs;
identifying a characteristic having at least a portion of the
nature of the change; and

10

15

20

25

14

automatically creating the new T-CELL having the char-
acteristic using characteristics from a plurality of
T-CELLS to respond to the change.

16. The program product of claim 15, wherein the nature of
the change further comprises:

what changed with regard to associated building blocks;

an effect of the change on existing desired outcomes asso-

ciated with the building blocks; and

which meta-objects in adomain of the computer system are

affected by the change to the building blocks.

17. The program product of claim 16, wherein the identi-
fying of the characteristics further comprises:

determining which of the building blocks is necessary to

achieve a desired outcome;

determining which of the contextual references is neces-

sary to achieve the desired outcome; and

using the determined building blocks and contextual refer-

ences to identify the characteristics.

18. The program product of claim 15, wherein the creating
further includes identifying a T-CELL having the character-
istic from a mapping, the mapping containing, for each
T-CELL, a registration of the T-CELL, characteristics of the
T-CELL, and relationships of the T-CELL with other
T-CELLs.

19. The program product of claim 18, wherein the creating
further includes:

identifying a unique T-CELL having each of the identified

characteristics;

retrieving the building blocks that contribute to the identi-

fied characteristics from each identified unique
T-CELL; and
assembling the building blocks to form the new T-CELL.
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